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the past, commercial activity has been controlled largely
by Armenians and Greeks, exceedingly wide awake indi-
viduals, keen to follow up an}' business opening, com-
monly indulging in practices which business labels as
dishonest, and always prepared to drive a hard bargain.
It is not surprising that both Moslems and non-Moslems
have become exasperated by the sharp practices indulged
in by these peoples, which have served to create personal
relationships, fundamentally similar, but much accen-
tuated, to those existing between Gentiles and Jews in
eastern Europe and elsewhere. Until recently, numer-
ous of these traders have enjoyed the special privileges
under the capitulatory regime, whereby many non-Mos-
lems have become naturalized abroad in order to occupy
a privileged position locally. Among the many perplexi-
ties arising in the diplomatic and consular services of
the great powers, there has been and is the question of
how far each country should go in order to support
naturalized citizens, many of whom have never been out-
side of Turkey. The various agreements reached at
Lausanne (1923) do not include a definite statement
regarding the status of persons born in Turkey who have
secured foreign citizenship.

Even more advantage has been taken of foreign flags
by other well known " Levantine" firms, largely of Brit-
ish, French and Italian nationalities, which have done a
considerable local business, although in the aggregate
much smaller than that of either the Armenians or the
Greeks. An outstanding weakness of these I*evaniiiie
firms is that they have stood ready to "buy or sell any-
thing"; but frequently have lacked the specialists who
are necessary if competition from other firms is to be
met on an even level. An exception might be made of a
few well-known Levantine firms, such as the Girands,
the La Fontaines, the Whittalls, which have strong
family and business connections in the country.